
exam at the interview, the USCIS officer, on that 
same day, will give you a date for a second interview. 
 

4. Notification 
After the interview, you will receive either an  
invitation to your swearing in ceremony, at which you 
will become a citizen of the United States, or a letter 
stating the reason for the denial of your citizenship 
request. 

 

If You Pay for Immigration Assistance 

If you are paying someone to help you with your  
immigration matter, know that you have the right to 
demand a written contract (in English and in your  
primary language) identifying all costs to be paid and 
services to be performed.  The contract should include 
the name, address, and phone number of the person or 
business providing the immigration assistance to you.  
Also, you have the right to demand the return of any 
original documents that belong to you, including  
passports, green cards, and birth certificates.  Additionally 
it is recommended that you ask for a copy of everything 
the lawyer is sending to USCIS on your behalf. 
 
Be aware that there are immigration service providers, 
such as individuals who call themselves “notarios” or 
“experts”, who charge fees for services that they may 
not be qualified to provide.  In some cases, these  
non-lawyers are practicing law illegally.  It is common 
for such persons to file false or inaccurate applications 
with the USCIS on your behalf, and the consequences 
for you may be severe – you may even end up in removal 
(deportation) proceedings.  To avoid these problems, if 
you need an immigration attorney call the NYC Bar  
Association Hotline at 212-626-7373.  If you already 
have an attorney, you can make sure that he or she is 
licensed to practice law in New York State by calling the 
NYC Bar Association Hotline, or by looking up the  
attorney’s name at http://iapps.courts.state.ny.us/
attorney/AttorneySearch.  

Where to Get FREE Help with Your  
Naturalization Process 

We have centers that offer free assistance with  
naturalization cases and other immigration related cases.  
For the closest center in your area, see the list below.   
Contact us for an appointment. 

For more information and for additional centers, 
please visit our website: 

www.cuny.edu/citizenshipnow 

HOW TO BECOME  
A U.S. CITIZEN 

CUNY Immigration Centers*  
Please call for an appointment

City College Immigration Center
(212) 650-6620
North Academic Center,  Room 1-206
138th Street and Convent Avenue, New York, NY 10031

City Tech Immigration Center
(718) 260-5597
Department of Law and Paralegal Studies, Room N-622
300 Jay Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201

College of Staten Island, El Centro,                                        
and Project Hospitality Immigration Center**
(718) 273-6737
The Help Center, 514 Bay Street, Staten Island, NY 10301

CUNY Express Immigration Center
(212) 568-4692
560 West 181st Street, New York, NY 10033

Flushing Immigration Center
(718) 640-9223
39-07 Prince Street, 2nd Floor, Flushing, NY 11354

Hostos Community College Immigration Center
(718) 518-4395
427 Walton Avenue, T-501, Bronx, NY 10451

LaGuardia Community College Immigration Center**
(718) 482-5139
International Students Office, Room M-166 
31-10 Thomson Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101

Medgar Evers Immigration Center
(718) 270-6297
1150 Carroll Street, Brooklyn, NY 11225

York College Immigration Center
(718) 262-2983
Welcome Center Atrium 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11451

*All Services are FREE
**Part-time centers

Published June, 2008 

 

 



NATURALIZATION 
 

Requirements 
If you are a permanent resident, you can become a U.S. 
citizen through the process called naturalization, if you 
meet the following requirements: 

• You have resided in the United States as a 
permanent resident continuously for five years.  
(You can qualify after only three years of permanent 
residence if you have been married to and living 
with a U.S. citizen for the three years); 

• You have been physically present in the United 
States for at least half of the five (or three) years; 

• You have resided for at least three months in the state 
in which the naturalization application will be filed; 

• You are a person of good moral character; 

• You have a basic knowledge of U.S. government and 
history (with exceptions for some disabled 
permanent residents); 

• You are able to read, write, and speak basic English 
(with exceptions for some older and  
long-time permanent residents, and for some 
disabled permanent residents); 

• You are at least 18 years old and legally competent 
to take an oath of allegiance to the United States; 

• You express your allegiance to the United States. 

Attention 
You should see an immigration attorney or legal expert 
before filing an application if ANY of the following apply to you: 

• You have ever been arrested. 

• You have ever lied to an immigration officer,  
consular official, or government official. 

• You have ever failed to support your dependents or 
to pay alimony. 

• You are a male who lived in the United States at any 
time between your 18th and 26th birthdays and 
failed to register with the Selective Service. 

• You married solely to obtain permanent residence. 

• Since becoming a lawful permanent resident you 
have been absent from the United States for long 
periods of time, especially periods over one year. 

• Since becoming a lawful permanent resident you 
have ever failed to file an income tax return. 

• One of your parents became a U.S. citizen before 
you turned 18. You may already be a U.S. citizen. 

 
Application Checklist 

Check this list before mailing your application: 

• You answered all appropriate boxes of the Form  
N-400 and signed part 11.  You can obtain this form 
at www.uscis.gov or by calling 1-800-870-3676. 

• You included a copy of the front and back of your 
Permanent Resident Card (“green card”).  If you lost 
the card and you have applied for a replacement 
filing Form I-90, submit a photocopy of your Form  
I-90 and receipt.  If you have a stamp in your  
passport indicating your “A” number from your 
“green card”, include a copy of that as well.  If you 
have none of these items, you may still apply for 
naturalization as long as you know your “A” number.  

• You included two passport style photos.  With a pen-
cil you lightly printed your name and “A” number on 
the back of both photos.  
 
 

• You included a check or money order for $675* 
(which includes the application fee of $595 and 
the fingerprint fee of $80).  You made the check 
or money order payable to “U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security” and wrote your “A” number 
on the front of the check or money order. 

Speak with an immigration attorney or legal expert to 
find out about any additional documents that may be 
required with your application.  
 

Mail the application by Certified Mail, Return  
Receipt Requested to the appropriate address.   
Individuals in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut 
and Pennsylvania, among others, should mail their 
application to: 

USCIS 
P.O. Box 299026 
Lewisville, TX 75029 

Other individuals and those not sending their  
application through the U.S. Postal Service can find 
the appropriate address by visiting www.uscis.gov or 
calling 1-800-375-5283.  
 

The Naturalization Process 
1. Mailing the Application 

Remember to keep a copy of everything you send to 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), 
your postal receipts, and the receipts for the money 
order, if you sent one.   
 

2. Biometrics Appointment 
After mailing your application, USCIS will send you  
a receipt notice and notification advising you to  
appear for fingerprinting and photographs.  After this 
biometrics appointment, you will receive a notice for 
an interview with a USCIS officer.   
 

3. The USCIS Interview 
At this interview you will be expected to prove your 
eligibility for naturalization and you will be tested on 
your basic knowledge of English and United States 
civics. If you fail the English exam or the civics  

* All fees listed as of June 15, 2008.  For updated fees, check 
www.uscis.gov/forms. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


